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The Righe Wors nieeur T.S. 
A Member of che Honorable Houſe of Commons. 


Received yours, and therein the inten- 
ded AQ againſt Non-conformilts. In 0- 
bedience to your Commands, I here 
ſend you my Sentiments of the Acts 
s but I fear, I ſhall rather give you a te- 
[timony of my love, than of my wiſ- 
dome. 

I do agree that Religionis the onely Orb which doth 
influence mens mindes ; and except a Prince be powerful 
over their Religion (which is the bond of theirAﬀection) 


'he will have but a kinde of weak Dominion” over their 


rſons. 

But we ſhall obſerve in the Epoches and account of 
times, nothing is more dangerous than ſevere Laws in point 
of Religion; for it begets a contempt in them of the Go- 
verament, often occaſions trouble, and many times makes 
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the people forſake their own Country : by this means the 
Princes ſtrength is weakned both in-Power and Revenue. 
And whether the Penalties and Forfeitures in your inten- 
ded Act be not over-rigorous, I pray conſider, 

We know that the Albigerſes, who were Non-confor- 
miſts to the Church of Rome, and refuſed to come to 
Church,the Council of Tholonſe impoſed but twelve pence 
a Sunday and Holy-day for their contempt ; and 11 imitati- 
on of that, Queen El;z4beth of Famous Memory in the firſt 
vcar of her Reign impoſed onely:twelve pence upon the 
Papiſts (which filled all our Churches :) but in the 23 year 
of her Reign, when the penalty was made twenty pounds 
a month, and afterthat inthe 35 year of her Reign Ab- 
juration and Felony,there were rarely any proceedings up- 
on thoſe Atts : therefore I think, that good inſtructions,and 
{mall penalties duly levied, will effect the beſt reformation, 

All wiſe: men do condemn Ferdinand the Catholick, 
who expelled out of his Kingdom 124000 Families of 
Jews, and,Ph:/;pthe Third of Spain t100c0 Families of 
Moors, becauſe they did not conform to the Church of 
Rome, (which was a lopping oft a main limb from the bo- 
dy Politick) for that Prince's Dominions have ever ſince 

2en ſo deprived of people, that in Aragon and ſeveral o0- 
ther of his Kingdoms, thoſe who will cqme and inhabit 
there, might have great quantities of Land gratis. 

It was always my judgementythat private perſons ou2zht 
to give ſubmiſſion to publick Eſtabliſhments ; and thar 
there is no end of yielding to ſcruples: one (cruple indul- 
ged begetteth another ſo long, till there is no Law left, 
but what pleafcth their phantie. 

But Sir, Ict me tell you, the inundation of the late 
Troubles here, like the over-flowing of Nils, hath left 
the ſeeds of many monſtrous Opinions amongſt us. 
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And perſons which-have fora long time been nuzled up 
in erronious Principles, and peradventure thoſe adopted 
into the Family of their Faith, cannot without much 
difficulty be depoſed ; and therefore I| think it more fafe 
to convince them by Reaſon and Evangelical Inſtructions, 
than by Severity to compel them. To this purpole I take 
it Catechiſing and. Inſtructing of the people inthe Nixe 
and thirty Articles of the Church would be an excellent 
Expedient, the want whereof hath almoſt ruined the beſt 
Church in the world : For to deal plainly with you, I 
think not one of 10c00 ever read the Nize and thirty Ar- 
ticles, much leſs underftood them 35 and how would you 
have them ſubmit to thoſe things they never underſtood, 
and deſert thoſe which tkey take to be Truths, and Evan- 
gelical? 

Undoubtedly it's wiſdome m Princes to reduce their 
Subjects to Uniformity of Religion, it it may be ſafely 
efic&ted,and toobviate all new Opinions which may grow 
upon them : but if by ſaufferance the number of Sub- 
jets protciling a Religion differing trom their Princes, 
be grown to be equal or greater than thoſe which agree 
with him in Opinion, the way to reform this diſorder 
mult be by Baniſhmenr, Death, an A&-of Indulgence, or 
Evangehcal Inſtructions. The fir{t and fecond/would bring 
the ſame calamity and misfortunes upon us, as that of Fer- 
dinand and 'h;lip the Third upon Sparr © neither can they 
be done without great prejudice tothe Princes Honour and 
Intereſt, when the hives and liberties of: thoſe Subjects. may 
be more beneficial unto him, than their deaths or banith» 
ments : theretore | think, with ſabmiſſion to your great 
judgment,til] people be pertectly inſtructed m the Churche 
catechiſm, and in the Nine and thirty Articles, it would 
be great Prudence to grant them a latitude, and 5. 12 
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dulgence : for we all agree in the Dodrine and Funda- 
mental parts, | only ditter in ſome minute Ceremonies, 
which are but the Out-works of Religion. By this means, 
in ſome time, we ſhould all incorporate, and grow up into 
one body ; whereas by ſevere Laws,yon will eſtabliſh that 
Separation, which you intend to prevent. It will be the 
only cement of King and People, and a means not only 
to Cade peace in his Majeſties Kingdoms, but to re-inpa- 
triate and bring back multitudes of people which have 
i{lued out of this Kingdom to its almoſt undoing, and 
likewiſe invite many people of other Nations to come 
and live among(t us. By this means the ſtock of people 
would be increaſed ( which we now want ) and the 
King thereby become more potent in Power and Reve- 
nue. 
Howlſoever , it's better for the Church to want ſome 
Truths, than to have no Peace. The Church and Com- 
monwealth are collective bodies made up of many into 
-one; they are ſo neer allied, that the one, the Church, 
cannot ſubſiſt but in the other, the Commonwealth : and 
the ſame men which in reſpect of Allegiance make theCom- 
monwealth, doin reſpect of one Faith make the Church, 

That which hath begotten a tenderneſs in me towards 
theſe diſſenters,is this. Sir, there are not above g90co Be- 
nefices in this Kingdom, and there are about 3ocoo, as I 
am informed , admitted into Holy Orders; certainly a 
great Solceciſm in point of State : For, Sir, I pray tell me 
how you would have the other 21000 to ſubſilt : they 
are men of Learning and Parts, and moſt of them have 
nothing to ſupport them but their Piety and Virtues. 

You know, Sir, till Covetouſneſs crept in amongſt us, 
there were none by the Canon of the Church to be or- 
dained, but ſuch as hada title to a Benefice ; if the Biſhop 

ordain- 
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ordained any that had not, he was at his own charges to 
maintain them until” they were promoted :, -certainly'an 
excellent Law, and would have been a means to have-pre« 
vented Itinerant Preachers, and thoſe misfortunes in this 
as of which we are fadly ſenſible, to our great 
rief. 

4 But that which adds AMiction to Calamity,: thale gooo 
Benefices are enjoyed by 5000 Parſons at the moſt, ſome 
of them having four or five Benefices ; and being not a-: 
ble to officiate 1n them all (as it may be a great happi- 
neſs to the Pariſhioners they are not) they appoint 1g- 
norant, ſcandalous, and deboiſed perſons ( and fuch as 
will ſerve them for the ſmalleſt wages) to officiate for 
them. By this means many of the Pariſhioners forbear to 
come to Church, by reaſon of their ignorance ; and o- 

thers withdraw, by reaſon of their deboilenehs: ſo thar 

in many places not one third of the people come to. their 

Parifh-church , but have their Meeting-places ( where 

they think they may ſerve God with knowledge and in 

Purity : ) and they can never want Teachers and Parſons: 
to encourage them, there being ſuch multitudes in Orders 

and unprovided for, that if they ſhould nat take this 

courſe, they muſt perrſh and live in miſery, notwithſtand- 

ing the emnent parts and vertues in many of them. For 

let me tell you, Sir, there is ſuch a ſurcharge of theſe in 

this Nation, that if ſome timely courſe be not taken, 

they will undo the Church, as the multitude of Attor- 

neys have the Commonwealth. 

Sir, I am apt to think the beſt expedient to eſtabliſh the 
people in the good opinion. of the Church of England, 
and to bring back others which are gone from it, is to- 
eſtabliſh by A& of Parliament as followeth. 


None 


: None to be ordained, bn fach as are fatty qualified EO 


Piety and Learning. | 
None to be ordained, but ſuch as "iS 4 Title to'« Bene- 


ficez, and if the Biſhop ordain any that have not , he to 
maintain them, till they be prometed,at his own charge: | 
Nome to have above two Beneficer. ' 


All perſons to be catechiſed and inſtruted in the 39 Ars: 
ticles of the Church of England. 


For be: affured, Sir, nothing can reſtore this Church, , 


but Holineſs of Life, and Exemplary Vertue. : 
And they are not fit to be Copies to others, which are, 


not fair writ themſelves. 
But there are too many amongſt us who pull down by 


their bad Lives, what they ct up by their indifferent Do- 


Ctrine. 
; For my part, I ſhall never approve of any of them, bot 


Gel as like Aarons Golden Plate in his Miter, have Holi 
neſs (tamped upon them, 


; Sir, I beg your Pardon for this Interruption t to OE : 
more ſerious Imployment : I am Sir, be 
| ' Tour faithful Servant. 


W. D. B. 


FINIS.. 


